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Minutes of a meeting of Hoton Parish Council held at Hoton Village Hall on 27th November 2017 

 

In attendance:  Cllr Cassell (Chairman), Cllr Isbister (Vice-Chairman), Cllr Seymour, Cllr Landucci, Mrs Blain (Parish 

Clerk), Borough Cllr Bokor and seven members of the public. 

 

Not present:  Cllr Gane. 

 

Questions from Members of the Public:   

The Chairman circulated background information to planning application P/17/2070/2, including a list from 

Charnwood Borough Council’s website of what does and does not constitute a planning matter.  He explained that 

the Parish Council’s position on this application is to be decided at this meeting. 

Questions regarding planning application P/17/2070/2: 

Q  Has there been any consideration on the impact of the traffic, as well as the potential noise and smell? 

A  These things will be included in the Parish Council’s discussion. 

Q  In the event that the application is approved, what conditions are being considered? 

A  Until this meeting has been held, it is not possible to give an answer, as it has not yet been discussed. 

Q  If the chicken farm is built, it could impact property values, is this the Parish Council’s responsibility? 

A  Property values are not a planning matter and are not the responsibility of the Parish Council. 

Q  Has the validity of the information included in the application been considered?   

A  The Parish Council are aware that Rempstone Parish Council have mentioned this in their response to the 

application.  

Borough Cllr Bokor explained that Charnwood Borough Council will look carefully at all aspects of the application, as 

well as all of the comments made, and will know if there are errors on the application form.   

Q  Do Charnwood Borough Council read all of the objections and comments? 

A  Yes, all of the comments are read by the officer dealing with the application and will be listed in their report. 

 

Agenda Items 

069/17 To receive apologies for absence:  Cllr Eady. 

Resolved:  To accept the apologies of Cllr Eady. 

070/17  Declarations of Interest; disclosable pecuniary, personal or personal that could lead to bias, to items on 

the agenda  None.  

071/17  To approve and sign the minutes of the previous meeting of the Parish Council, held 6th November 2017 

Resolved: To approve and sign as a true record. 

8:40pm Borough Cllr Bokor left the meeting. 
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072/17  To make comments and agree any action on the following planning application: 

a) P/17/2070/2  Construction of 2 no. free range egg laying units and 1 no. worker's dwelling      

Land on the West side, Rempstone Road, Hoton   

The Council discussed the following planning matters in relation to this application:  

• Potential loss of amenity for walkers and others, and the impact of the size and design of the proposed  

development on the character and appearance of the area. 

• Likelihood of nuisance from smell, noise, vermin and flies. 

• Environmental damage and effect on wildlife. 

• Traffic volume and highway safety. 

• Effect on listed buildings and conservation areas. 

• Whether approval would ‘open the way’ for further development of the site and / or a future change of 

use. 

Following a discussion, it was 

Resolved:  To make the following response:  Hoton Parish Council OBJECT to planning application 

P/17/2072/2 application on the following grounds: 

i)   New development in the open countryside  The proposal is for new development in the open 

countryside, which is contrary to Charnwood Borough Council’s Local Plan. 

ii)  Loss of amenity and the impact on the character and appearance of the area  The proposal would result 

in a significant loss of amenity for those who use the public rights of way on the site; there would be a lasting 

negative effect on the character of the area and its usability, particularly for walkers.  The enclosure of the 

public footpath between two fences would be detrimental to those using the route.  The location of the 

application is particularly attractive, the applicant’s Environmental Impact Assessment (paragraph 2.2.3) 

describes the location: ‘The general site setting is rural, characterised by arable fields, country lanes and 

hedgerows with only a small number of isolated properties and farms.’  The proposals would profoundly and 

permanently change this.  The Parish Council are not reassured by the Environmental Impact Assessment 

and ask that it is rigorously assessed by Charnwood Borough Council to evaluate its veracity.  

iii)  Effect on listed buildings and the conservation area of Hoton  The proposals would adversely affect the 

views of the listed buildings of Stanford Hall and at Rempstone as well as the approach to the conservation 

area of Hoton. 

iv)  Highway safety  The proposed entrance is 60 metres closer to the bend than the existing entrance to the 

site and there is limited visibility at the location of the proposed entrance.  The Parish Council do not agree 

with the applicant’s assertion that there is a ‘highway gain’ to be made from the proposals.  The application 

promotes the closure of a small, rarely used field entrance, without considering whether the location of the 

proposed new, enlarged, entrance is at a safe point in the road.  The applicant’s Highway Report lacks 

objectivity; the Parish Council are concerned that conclusions of this report are not impartial, indeed it urges 

the planning authority to look favourably upon the application.  The Parish Council ask that the report is fully 

scrutinised by both the highway authority and Charnwood Borough Council.   

The comments of the highway authority were not available at the time of the Parish Council meeting at 

which this application was considered. 



Minutes of Hoton Parish Council Meeting 

Held at Hoton Village Hall on Monday 27th November 2017 at 8pm 

21 

Minutes of a meeting of Hoton Parish Council held at Hoton Village Hall on 27th November 2017 

 

Proposed conditions, should the application be approved  The Parish Council ask that this application be 

refused, for the reasons above.  However, if the Borough Council are minded to approve this application, the 

Parish Council ask that the following conditions be imposed:  

a)  The Parish Council support the comments and proposed conditions of Leicestershire County Council 

Access Officer Stephen Tipping.  These are the minimum that we would want to see; it would be preferable 

for footpath H90 to have a width greater than three metres. 

b)  Vehicles using the site must be kept separate from the public rights of way; the application appears to 

suggest that footpath H100 will be also used for vehicular access. 

c)  A specialised grass management plan must be put in place to reduce the mud in the areas where the 

chickens roam.  This should be agreed with the landscape architect of the planning authority. 

d)  The applicant must ensure that manure is removed from the site 2-3 times a week, as described in the 

application, and is not stored on site.  In addition, the manure must be adequately sheeted on the trailer on 

which it is removed from the site. 

e)  The water courses must be managed in the way described in the application and rigorously adhered to. 

f)   The nature of farming must not be changed to anything more intensive. 

g)  No more than two sheds should be granted permission for at least ten years. 

Finally, Hoton Parish Council request that both it and Rempstone Parish Council are consulted on the Public 

Right of Way management plan. 

073/17  To receive agenda items for the next meeting  None. 

074/17  The next meeting will be held on Monday 8th January at 8pm at Hoton Village Hall.  

The meeting closed at 9:40pm. 

 

These minutes are a true and accurate record __________________    Date____________ 

               Cllr Cassell, Chairman 


